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Press Release 25 May 2018 No. 4 / 2018 

the machine stops – Lecture Performance 
by and with Johanna Wokalek and Fabian 
Russ 
On 1 and 2 June 2018, Johanna Wokalek and Fabian Russ will be performing die 
maschine steht still (the machine stops) based on a story by E.M. Forster. The 
lecture performance, created specially for the Futurium, will be premiered during 
the Workshop Weeks. 

In his story The Machine Stops, which was first published in 1909, the British author E.M. Forster anticipates the 

Internet age – nearly 100 years before Facebook, Skype and the like. Forster’s largely unknown work is the focus of a 

lecture performance that has been developed exclusively for the Futurium by two internationally renowned artists. 

In their interpretation, stage and film actress Johanna Wokalek, and orchestrator and composer Fabian Russ 

transfer the story into the present, giving it new vitality. Text, voice and electronic music interweave to form a new 

artistic synthesis that confronts the audience with the great question of Forster’s The Machine Stops: what is the 

core of human life that we should preserve, even in a fully automated world? 

Johanna Wokalek – recitation and conception 

Fabian Russ – composition, orchestronics 

Carlo Grippa – sound concept, mixing, spatialisation 

Egor Poliakov – mastering 

Marie Wokalek – adapted version 

Tom Ammermann – 3D audio editing, New Audio Technology 

In a discussion following the performance, Professor Dr Stefan Willer or his colleague at Humboldt-Universität zu 

Berlin’s Department of Cultural History and Theory, Professor Dr Daniel Weidner, together with Professor Dr Reinhold 

Popp (futurologist at Sigmund Freud University Vienna), will be examining Forster’s text in greater detail and further 

explore the area of tension between human and machine. The discussion will be moderated by Miriam Janke. 

The lecture performance will be held in the context of the Futurium’s Workshop Weeks that will be taking place from 

30 May to 9 June 2018. We extend a cordial invitation to our visitors to get to know our work at this house of futures 

and to take a peek behind the scenes at the Futurium as it strides towards its launch in spring 2019. The Workshop 

Weeks at the Futurium have been organised under the heading “Areas of Tension. Approaching Possible Futures”. 

They will concern the major issues of the future, such as digitisation, civic involvement, climate protection and 

sustainability – always under the guiding question “How do we want to live?”. 
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Lecture Performance die maschine steht still (the machine stops) 

Friday and Saturday, 1 and 2 June 2018 

20:00 – 21:30 (no break, late admission not possible) 

Futurium, Ground Floor Forum I 

Free admission 

House open from 18:00 

 

Information for the press: 

Press accreditation: If you wish to attend one of the events as a representative of the press, please seek 

accreditation by sending an email to public.relations@futurium.de. 

Photography and Filming: Special regulations apply to photography and filming of the lecture performance. If you 

wish to take photographs or shoot films, please contact the Futurium’s Press and Public Relations Team in advance 

for further information. 

The Machine Stops – E.M. Forster’s Short Story Today (Professor Dr Stefan Willer):  

https://www.futurium.de/en/blog/the-machine-stops-willer/ 

Programme of the Workshop Weeks:  

https://www.futurium.de/en/news/workshop-weeks/ 

Hashtag: 

#futurium    

Trailer: 

https://youtu.be/OJB7zig8tzQ 

Image material for download: 

http://bit.ly/Newsroom_Futurium 

 

Press contact: 

Monique Luckas 

Head of Press and Public Relations 

Futurium gGmbH 

Alexanderufer 2, D 10117 Berlin 

T + 49 (0) 30 40 818 97 70 

F + 49 (0) 30 40 818 97 99 

public.relations@futurium.de 

www.futurium.de 

 

About the Futurium: 

The Futurium is a house of futures. It unites under the same roof a museum of the future with vivid scenarios, a 

laboratory of the future in which visitors can make their own explorations, a forum of the future for dialogue 

between players from different spheres as well as a stage of the future for artistic projects. Foreseeable, imaginable 

and desirable drafts of possible futures are presented and discussed at the Futurium. Getting to know what’s new, 
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questioning the familiar, and picking up on stimuli that lead to action – the Futurium allows its visitors a glimpse into 

the world of tomorrow. The major question “How do we want to live?” always remains at the core of the issues under 

consideration. The Futurium pools experts and players from the spheres of science and culture, politics, business 

and society – in the exhibition and in experiments, in discussions and in concerts, in workshops and in debates. 

More than 5,000 square metres on three floors are available for this purpose. The Futurium, which is situated in the 

vicinity of Berlin’s central station at the very heart of the city, will be launched in spring 2019. 


